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What's Up? 
Ambassador speaks on space law 
and heavenly junk 
0 rbiting planet earth are about 7,000 pieces of de-bris, each one bigger than I 0 centimeters (about four inches) and 
most in lower orbit. 
"That' s about four million 
pounds of junk circling the earth like 
bees around a baseball covered wi th 
Hon. Edward 
Ridlay Finch, Jr. 
honey," said the Honorable Edward 
Ridlay Finch, Jr., an affable and tow-
ering space expert who recent ly spoke 
at the Law School. 
Besides telling students about 
what's up there, he gave them the en-
couraging news that the field of space 
law is wide open. 
"People in law schools 200 years 
from now will th ink we were in the 
Model T era," said Finch, co-author 
of Astra Business: A Guide to the 
Commerce and Law of Ower Space. 
" We don' t even have a legal defi-
nition of space debris," he said. 
But we do have debris and it's in-
creasing. About 240 pieces are added 
to the collection each year. 
" I call it heavenly junk," Finch 
told the 25 students who gathered at 
0' Brian Hall under the auspices of 
the International Law Society. 
This is a man to whom they 
should listen: now General Counsel o f 
the American International Petroleum 
Corporation, he was ambassador to 
Panama in 1972; an Air Force Colo-
nel who still holds a pilot 's license at 
age 72; formerly with the New York 
law firm of LeBoeuf Lamb Leiby & 
MacRae; and a member of 
the United States delegation 
example- it' s impractical to retrieve 
debris because each piece belongs to 
the country that sent it there, Finch 
said, adding that there are now nine 
nations launching satelli tes. 
"You can' t pick up the other 
guy's junk without his permission be-
cause he has proprietary ownership," 
he said . "You may learn his spy se-
crets." 
Using overhead projections, 
Finch showed the audience charts and 
ternational fear and forces us to work 
together," said Finch. 
Finch said that despite the tremen-
dous potential in space, law 
schools and students often overlook it 
as a possible career. 
"If you mention it to students, 
they wonder how many subway tokens 
they can buy with a law degree." he 
said. 
In reality , Finch believes that soci-
ety is just on the pioneering fringes of 
space exploratio n and he pre-
dicted that space colonies will 
be established by 2004. to Unispace in Vienna in 
1982. 
He was on his way to 
Montreal to speak to the In-
te rnational Institute o f 
Space Law, where he was 
going to propose a multina-
tional space debris treaty 
and a multinatio nall y fund-
ed program for dealing with 
it. 
In his one hour UB 
presentat ion entitled ' 'Heav-
enl y Junk: The National Se-
curity Problem Posed by 
Outer Space." Finch quick-
ly led students through the 
existing treaties that affect 
space, starting with the 
"Outer space is the 
keeper of world 
peace, because it 
eliminates 
international fear 
and forces us to 
work together." 
Utilization of o uter space has 
unlimited implications for 
medicine, materials, energy 
and o il exploration on earth , 
he said. 
As examples o f other 
projects, he cited a venture by 
the United Sta tes and the So-
viet Union Mars missio n and 
a permanent moon station fu -
eled by nuclear power. 
Ending with good news. 
he noted that every ten years, 
because of the tilt of the eanh. 
considerable drag occur 
causi ng a great deal of ··natu-
ral' · c leaning as fric tion in the 
atmosphere causes objects to 
burn up. 1967 O uter Space Princi-
ples Treaty, the one he 
terms the ·'grandmother;" as well as 
those that deal with the rescue and re-
turn of astronauts; liability; registra-
tio n, which requi res that nations regis-
ter whatever they launch; and tele-
communications. which monitors both 
the radio spectrum and physical 
crowdino in space. 
Fincll said the Soviets have about 
four times a much junk in orbit as the 
United States does because they out-
launched this country four or fi ve 
times to one . 
Even if effecti ve techno logy were 
available- using a space shuttle as 
an o ther-worldly garbage truck. for 
graphs that gave a quick overview o r 
what the planet has spun off inro outer 
space, inc luding rockets, fragmenta-
tio n and active pay loads. 
"By the year 2000, it ' ll be so 
serious that the United Nations will 
have to do something," he predicted. 
Having all the natural and man-
made debris in space is more than just 
a theo retical problem, Finch said. 
Debris can cause damage to satel-
lites, space stations and payloads as 
well as cau.> ing the loss of needed 
launch windows. 
·'Outer space is the keeper of 
world peace. hccause it e liminates in-
To those interested learn-
ing more about space law, he advised: 
*Reading Tile Modem /1/(ema-
tiona/ La\\' of Outer Space by Carl Q. 
Chri stel. 
*Joining the National Space Soci-
e ty to be regularly updated on law and 
sc ience'. 
*Becoming aware of space law 
courses. now offered at seven schools. 
*Reading the 1967 Outer Space 
Princip les Treaty. which sets the stage 
to guarantee freedom of outer space 
exploration by all and the restric tions 
against orbiting weapo ns of mass de-
struc tion. • 
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